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John Newton had composed his own epitaph and requested that this and nothing
else should be carved on a plain marble tablet; there was to be no other
monument :
JOHN NEWTON
CLERK
ONCE AN INFIDEL AND LIBERTINE,
A SERVANT OF SLAVES IN AFRICA,
WAS
BY THE RICH MERCY OF OUR LORD AND SAVIOUR
JESUS CHRIST
PRESERVED, RESTORED, PARDONED,
AND APPOINTCD TO PREACH THE FAITH
HE HAD LONG LABOURED TO DESTROY.
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